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COMMUNITY REPORT

MESSAGE

FROM THE PRESIDENT/CEO

itting in the center of Orange County, Irvine was
master planned to be an economic powerhouse.
Its business centers are home to an impressive list
of leading companies in technology, innovation,
biotechnology, medical, and communications
sectors—21st century businesses like Google, Oracle,
Edwards Lifesciences, Amazon, Allergan, Blizzard,
and Cylance, to name a few. Our startup ecosystem
is also vibrant with $600 million in venture capital
investment made in 2016 by new technology and life
science companies.
This Community Report covering 2017 includes
many impressive statistics and facts that provide
a snapshot of Irvine as well as insight into the
extraordinary commitment the Greater Irvine
Chamber has made to the overall economic health of
this community and its residents.
Our organization is one of the most forward-thinking
chambers of commerce in the nation, staffed by a
highly-skilled team of professionals, governed by a
visionary Board of Directors comprised of executives
from leading companies throughout the greater
Irvine area, and supported by diverse member
businesses, coalition partners, and dedicated
member volunteers.
The Greater Irvine Chamber is a vital community
partner, executing its mission at a high level to
support the business community through economic
development work focused on attracting foreign and
domestic direct investment, advancing international

trade, and attracting high-paying jobs to Irvine to
retain our talent pool. Additionally, Destination Irvine
brings to the city several millions of dollars in local
economic activity each year. We are also a leading
business organization dedicated to advocating on
behalf of the business community to federal, state
and local government.

With nearly 1,000 members and
community partners, the Greater
Irvine Chamber is the nucleus of the local
business community and serves as a key
convener of the various groups that make
up this incredible city."
The Greater Irvine Chamber is engaged in
numerous partnerships that directly support the
community. Our partnership with the Irvine Public
Schools Foundation advances the Chamber’s goal
of ensuring highly-skilled, 21st century workplace
for Irvine’s future while helping to fund programs
for today’s students. As a partner with the City of
Irvine, the Greater Irvine Chamber has outreached
to companies worldwide to highlight the benefits to
locate or expand their business in Irvine.

www.greaterirvinechamber.com

Workforce/Industries – Employment

POPULATION: 266,122
With nearly 1,000 members and community partners,
the Greater Irvine Chamber is the nucleus of the
local business community and serves as a key
convener of the various groups that make up this
incredible city. Each year we provide more than
400 opportunities for members to learn, connect,
and grow their businesses. With millions of dollars
in closed business through our leads groups, our
members are supporting each other, retaining tax
dollars locally, and stimulating the local economy.
Ours is a world-class city that easily stacks up to
any other city in America in terms of what it has to
offer its residents and businesses. On behalf of the
Greater Irvine Chamber staff and Board of Directors,
I thank you for your contributions to our exemplary
city. As we move ahead, I invite you to join us and be
a part of our winning team.
Bryan Starr, President/CEO

MEDIAN AGE: 34.4

Number of people working in Irvine: 254,250
Number of companies in Irvine: Over

(National Median Age: 37)

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $92,278
10.1%

40.4%

17,000 (26,000 business licenses)

85,016 Professional, Scientific, Management, Administrative, Information & Waste Mgmt. Services
30,218 Manufacturing

2.2%

33,366 Finance & Insurance, Real Estate Rental & Leasing
38,244 Educational Services, Health Care, Social Assistance, Public Administration
17,079 Wholesale Trade

CULTURAL
Cultural
DIVERSITY
Diversity:

49.5%

18,798 Arts, Entertainment, Recreation, Hospitality
6,833 Other Services (except Public Administration)
13,068 Retail Trade
10,492 Construction
4,188 Transportation & Warehousing, Utilities

White 45.1%
White
Asian

987 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting, Mining

Asian 39.2%
Hispanic
Black
Hispanic 9.2%
Other
Black 6.2%

(includes Pacific Islander/
Some other race/American Indian)

3.0%
Unemployment in Irvine

SINCE 2005:

SAFEST CITY IN AMERICA

3%

ORANGE COUNTY, CA

(population over 100,000) - Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

Educational Attainment
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
BACHELOR'S DEGREE OR MORE
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Fast Fact: Irvine is the #1 fastest growing large
city within the United States.

Irvine was master planned to be an economic powerhouse. Its national and global reputation continues to grow as the
epi-center of life science and information technology in Orange County. Within these broad spectrum industry clusters,
Irvine dominates in medical device, ophthalmology, cybersecurity, software developments and digital arts, media and
gaming because of its high concentration of STEM graduates, rich diversity, high quality of life and strategic location.

Dear Irvine Business Leader,

S

IRVINE SNAPSHOT

IRVINE SNAPSHOT

97.8%
69.7%

RUNNER-UP SMALL CITIES - OVERALL

& TOP 10: BEST FOR HUMAN CAPITAL,
LIFESTYLE AND ECONOMIC POTENTIAL

3RD

IRVINE

largest city in
Orange County

- fDi Magazine, American Cities of the Future 2017-2018
www.greaterirvinechamber.com
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WE CONNECT YOU

CHAMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Fast Fact: Ten Years as Top 20 Most Desirable Places to Live.

Membership Highlights

2017

The Greater Irvine Chamber makes a difference. For its members, the business community, public and private sector
partners and the community and civic life of Irvine, the Chamber delivers real value. Our local, state and federal advocacy,
business outreach initiatives, lead-generating forums and programs that inform and inspire are all intentionally designed and
executed to help businesses grow. As the biggest, most dynamic and influential chamber in Orange County, we are leading
business growth. This is your Chamber at work.

prestigious Greater Irvine Chamber Leaders Circle
welcomed Nextiva, Give Something Back, Google Fiber and
OC Soccer Club. These elite members enjoy increased visibility and
exposure for their organizations.

WE CONNECT YOU

YOUR CHAMBER: WE CONNECT YOU

▶T
 he

▶G
 reater

Irvine Chamber Leads Groups created referrals for members
resulting in over $14 million in new business.

▶

T
 he Chamber celebrated the openings and milestones
for over 20 businesses.

Legislative Advocacy & Government Affairs

The Chamber’s volunteer Leads Groups coordinator Sophia Rose
and Ambassador Johnny Tai welcome new members to the Chamber.

The Member Referral Program
The Member Referral Program was launched to reward
members who find and refer new members. Those who help
sign up new members receive a gift certificate to a member
restaurant – it’s a win-win-win!

Annual Business
Outlook Conference
Annual Business Outlook Conference
was held on January 31, 2017 featuring Todd
Buchholz, Global Economist & Market Expert
with over 700 in attendance.
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Women of Influence

Celebrate Irvine

The 4th Annual Women of Influence Forum
was held featuring keynote Scharrell Jackson
with Squar Milner LLP, Paula Steurer with
Sterling Public Relations, Kim Shepherd with
Decision Toolbox, Monica Wise with L*Space
and Kim Sentovich with Gymboree Corporation.

Annual Celebrate Irvine event was held on
June 22, 2017 featuring recipients for the
Business of the Year Non Profit of the Year and
Business Philanthropist of the Year awards.

The Greater Irvine Chamber advocated on 26 bills
and achieved a 60% success rate. The Chamber also
successfully advocated for zoning changes to allow
cannabis testing in secure, regulated labs, stopped
the doubling of development fees in the Irvine
Business Complex and secured approval for Irvine
Auto Center advertising rights.

60%
Success Rate

OVER

850

businesses representing over

70,000 EMPLOYEES
comprise our membership.

www.greaterirvinechamber.com
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ECONOMIC VITALITY

Fast Fact: 7 Southern California universities
are ranked within the United States top 50.

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

GREATER IRVINE CHAMBER

IRVINE:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Everything the Chamber does is economic development. We are an outwardly focused, results-driven organization fueled
by the energy and commitment of our members and partners. Our mission is to sustain and grow the economic vitality of the
greater Irvine area. Whether it is helping businesses explore new markets with export assistance, attracting new companies
and foreign direct investment or connecting people with the right resources, the Chamber specializes in helping businesses
grow and compete more effectively.

Jason Lantgen, JLL; Kate Klimow, UCI; Leigh Volkland, Edwards Lifesciences; Lynn Stewart, CITD;
Bill Carpou, OCTANe; Linda DiMario, GICC; Diana Le, GICC and Colin McCullagh, OCO Global

Irvine’s FDI Mission to the United Kingdom
Seeking to stimulate foreign direct investment in Irvine/Orange County, the Chamber targeted
the U.K.’s life science sector. Working with OCO Global, the Chamber led a prestigious delegation
to the U.K. Feb. 12-17, 2017 including UCI, JLL, OCTANe, CA International Trade and Edwards
Lifesciences to meet with 40 qualified prospective companies, 70 additional contacts and major life
science associations like Association of British Healthcare Industries and One Nucleus in London,
Cambridge and Manchester. Four (4) companies are in progress for expansion to this area in 2018.
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The Greater Irvine Chamber took the lead on advocacy
working with the City of Irvine, Irvine Company, and other key
stakeholders to showcase the city’s assets to Amazon decision
makers who are selecting a site for its second headquarters.
Amazon HQ2 is the perfect opportunity to highlight Irvine as
a master-planned, economic powerhouse to the world. Irvine
is among 238 cities in the U.S. and Canada that submitted
a proposal in October 2017 to compete for Amazon HQ2.
The Chamber participated in the bid development process,
collected letters of support from residents, business and
community leaders and hosted the website IrvinePrimed.
com. The Chamber’s economic development work includes
attracting foreign and domestic investment into the city.

STEM jobs in
Orange County
- 1/3 of them in Irvine

65

STEM-oriented
research centers at UCI

+30K

STEM graduates
in Southern
California annually

Top 10

42%

UCI undergrads
receive STEM degrees

UCI's national ranking
in public universities

OCTANe
LaunchPad: $1.6 BILLION
Total capital:

+900

tech companies
in Irvine

430 COMPANIES FUNDED
THROUGH LAUNCHPAD

7,500+ JOBS CREATED

26%

Orange County

Los Angeles
San Diego

Irvine

of all FDI investment coming into
Southern California ( LA, Orange
County, San Diego, San Bernardino,
Riverside, and Ventura Counties is
invested in Orange County.

Orange County World Trade
Week Breakfast & Forum
Topping 450 attendees in 2017, the Chamberled celebration of trade in Orange County in
collaboration with 30 International-American
business associations, companies and trade organizations continues to expand our
global reputation. The keynote address was given by Barry Draskovich, V.P. Parker
Aerospace accompanied by an Export Success Stories panel featuring PureFit,
Grandma Lucy’s and Edwards Global. Consulates represented included Mexico, UAE,
Egypt, Cambodia, Canada, Korea, Japan, France, Turkey and Great Britain.

Economic Vitality Council (EVC)
The EVC is the coordinating council for all the economic development
work of the Chamber. While the Business & Workforce Development
Committee focuses on business attraction, retention, education and
business connections, startups, talent development and skills gap issues,
the International Development Committee focuses on strategic foreign
direct investment, industry cluster development, export assistance and
trade expansion. Thanks to the leadership of our members and partners
in business and education, this Chamber delivers tangible solutions that
contribute to the economic vitality of Irvine and Orange County.

Highlights include:
Business Outreach Rally — now in its fourth year, this twice-yearly outreach
to businesses, conducted by volunteer members, allows us to connect with
hundreds of businesses and collect hundreds of surveys, deliver our valuable
Business Outreach Resource Guide and identify businesses requiring assistance
or intervention. To date, over 250 members have participated, over 2,500
companies have been contacted and over 500 surveys have been completed.
Career Edge — a collaboration with Irvine
Valley College, Webster University and
Google this skills gap solution provides
college students with business mentoring
and soft skill instruction to enhance their
workplace readiness. To date over 200
students have graduated from the series of
Saturday, five-hour workshops.
Career Readiness — thanks to member Peter Chan, the Chamber has
offered Financial Forums to over 1,500 students and Job Discovery experiences
to almost 100 middle school and high school students.
Global Resources — our power-packed microsite offers valuable and easily
accessible resources for those looking to expand their sales and markets globally.
It is designed to assist the new exporter and the experienced exporter explore
new markets and obtain the expertise they
need to make good decisions.
Delegations Hosted — the Chamber
hosted six (6) delegations from provinces
throughout China, two delegations from
Indonesia and business owners from New
Zealand, Mongolia, China, Japan, Korea,
Germany and Switzerland.
www.greaterirvinechamber.com
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ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Amazon HQ 2

TOP TALENT
IN STEM, BY
THE NUMBERS

+100K

Fast Fact: The region has the #1concentration
of professional talent in the nation

DESTINATION IRVINE

(Source: SafeWise, utilizing FBI crime statistics)

GREATER IRVINE CHAMBER VISITORS BUREAU

DESTINATION IRVINE

DESTINATION IRVINE

Selling and marketing Irvine as a place for meetings, sports events and leisure travel is what Destination Irvine
is all about. The Chamber’s role in bringing meetings, conventions, sports events and leisure travelers to stay in Irvine
hotels is the driving focus of Destination Irvine. Collaborating with Irvine’s 21 hotels, we sustain aggressive direct sales and
innovative travel marketing initiatives that continue to generate millions to the economy of Irvine – using visitor spending to
help sustain our quality of life.
It is estimated that without visitor spending,
resident households in Irvine would each pay

$390 MORE A YEAR

Key

in state and local taxes.

$226M

The travel industry supported
5,670 Irvine jobs and was
responsible for adding
$226 million in wages to
the local economy.

In 2016, traveler
expenditures for Irvine
came to an estimated
$612 million, an increase
of two percent over 2015.

IRVINE TOURISM
SPENDING INCREASED
FOR THE SEVENTH
CONSECUTIVE YEAR

28%

PERCENTAGE
OF TOTAL VISITOR
SPENDING
Total Spending in 2016:
21%

Working with Irvine’s 21 hotels, Destination Irvine continues to deliver year-overyear record results in meetings and sports events identified, solicited and booked,
generating increased revenue for the city and its businesses.

Destination Irvine produced the
city’s first Sports Facility Guide. The
guide includes an inventory of Irvine’s
sports venues and highlights the
Orange County Great Park Sports
Complex. Destination Irvine’s new
sales manager, Dave Lucey, utilizes
the guide to sell and promote Irvine's
sports facilities as a preferred
destination for large-scale sporting
events to the national market. In
2017, the organization secured the
National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA) 2018 and 2019 NAIA
Men's Soccer National Championship.

$4,543,093

$612,000,000

27%

Food & Beverage
Accomodations
Arts & Entertainment
Retail
Transportation
Visitor Spending in Irvine
($ Millions)
Food & Beverage: $175
Accomodations: $167
Arts & Entertainment: $127
Retail: $108
Transportation: $41

FY 2016-2017

81 BOOKINGS
18,026 ROOM NIGHTS
A 92% increase
over previous year

Destination Irvine 2017 Highlights
▶D
 estination Irvine participated in an OC Joint Marketing Campaign with

CBS Social Influencer Campaign
CBS social influencer campaign (March-May 2017) worked with social
influencer Jill Wallace, Little Black Boots, to highlight Irvine’s outdoors,
dining and shopping through video and social content. The campaign
produced 6,065,928 impressions and 18,664 clicks to website.

Expedia. The campaign ran February-May and August-October. The campaign
garnered 18 million impressions, resulting in 15,195 room nights booked with
a total revenue to the hotels of nearly $1.6 million.

▶ Destination Irvine received a Gold Award in the 2017 MarCom Awards

for the organization’s 2017-2018 Irvine Visitors Guide.

▶ Destination Irvine received an Award of Excellence in the 2017 Videographer

Awards for the organization’s “Irvine – A Place for Business. A Destination for
Fun!” tourism video.

▶D
 estination Irvine launched a new destinationirvine.com.
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DESTINATION IRVINE

$34M

The travel industry
contributed $34 million in
local and state taxes.

$612M

Sports Facility Guide

Total economic impact:

7%

17%

Hotel Bookings and Economic Impact

GREATER IRVINE CHAMBER LEADERSHIP

LEADERS CIRCLE

GOLD

(Chair)
James J. McDonald, Jr.*
Fisher & Phillips

Leaders Circle members are among the most influential
companies and organizations in Irvine and Orange County
and take pride in being identified as sponsors for all
chamber events and activities.

LEADERSHIP

the support from the Irvine Chamber in fulfilling

SILVER

our commitment to the community and local businesses. The
Chamber has helped Cox promote our brand and services, while
providing unique access to Irvine business and civic leaders.
We are honored to have been named the 2016 Irvine Chamber
- Kristen Camuglia, Cox Communications
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Carissa
Hoag Health

Massis Chahbazian
The Printery

Rachel Lee
Google

Anthony Cosenza
Concordia University
Irvine

Scott McCoy
Irvine Marriott

Jeff Davis*
Irvine Company
Michael Drennen
Cox Business

Chip Monaco
Waste Management
of Orange County
Brian Montes
KEB

Daniel Gil
Allergan

Albert Napoli*
Metropolitan Water
District of SoCal

Dan Han*
Agapay

Dr. Shelly Neal
Brandman University

Carley Hummel
Mazda North
American Operations

Carlos Oregon
Thinkbox
Technology Group

Kate Klimow*
University of
California, Irvine

Michael Petersen
Shulman, Hodges
& Bastian LLP

Barry L. Rodolff*
The Rodolff
Law Firm, APC

FUELING IRVINE'S
ECONOMIC VITALITY
Irvine’s hotel collection offers local companies,
meeting planners and travelers from around the globe a
variety of options for their meetings and business travel.
These hotels fund the Chamber’s tourism and economic
development promotions and activities.

Dr. Glenn Roquemore
Irvine Valley College
Scott Schultz*
RH Morris Insurance
& Financial
Kim Sherman*
Echo Media Group
Paul Simonds
Southern California
Gas Company
Lisa Thomas
Taylor Digital
Traci Tran*
White, Nelson,
Diehl Evans LLP
Leigh Volkland
Edwards Lifesciences

Irvine Marriott
Marriott Irvine Spectrum

LEADERSHIP

Business of the Year.”

BRONZE

Justin LaJoie
Zillow Group
Bruce Lazenby
Rose Hills Memorial Park
& Mortuary

Bechtloff*

The Leaders Circle membership offers greater involvement,
presence and access to higher level executives.

As a proud member for many years, Cox appreciates

2017/2018 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

IRVINE HOTEL PARTNERS

Carol Wold
FivePoint
* Executive Committee

www.greaterirvinechamber.com
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#1

Master-planned city

#1

In public safety among
large U.S. cities

#1

In educational attainment
among large U.S. cities

#1

In fiscal strength
in the nation

As Orange County’s only research university, we’re proud to develop the educated workers,
stable employment base and life-enhancing innovation that support the region’s thriving
economy. Our partnership with the Irvine Chamber of Commerce helps us make valuable
business and community connections, which bring our mission to life.”

#1

Southern California has
the largest pool of STEM
workers in the U.S.

#1

Southern California is the
largest economy in the U.S.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Greater Irvine Chamber of Commerce is a
premier business member organization dedicated to serving
as advocates for pertinent issues affecting the local business
community, while serving as a vehicle to promote business and
community development in Irvine.

- Kate Klimow, Chief Administration Officer and Director, External Relations, UCI Applied Innovation

The Greater Irvine Chamber is funded by strong private sector membership and a dedicated, voluntary self-assessment from the Hotel Improvement District's twenty
hotels to fuel tourism and economic development. A percentage of this assessment goes to the City of Irvine to fund cultural events and activities for residents.

Greater Irvine
Chamber of Commerce

36 Executive Park, Suite 100
Irvine, CA 92614

P: 949-660-9112 • F: 949-660-0829
Email: icc@irvinechamber.com

www.greaterirvinechamber.com
www.irvinechambereconomicdevelopment.com
www.destinationirvine.com

